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H istory and popular 
movies are often 
awkward partners 

and the point is made espe-
cially clear when we consider 
Vice, the current film about 
Dick Cheney, the 46th Amer-
ican vice-president, who 
served alongside president 
George W. Bush from 2001 to 
2009.

Cheney was the most 
powerful V-P in American 
history, and at the centre of 
a first-class human drama. 
Having risen as a Repub-
lican through the executive 
ranks in Washington, he was 
the overseer of foreign policy 
after the 9/11 Twin Towers 
atrocity in New York when 
the United States made war 
on Iraq and Afghanistan.

In Vice we watch Cheney 
(brilliantly and persuasively 
recreated by Christian Bale) 
organizing the Americans as 
they face, in terror, conflicts 
with new enemies in mysteri-
ous parts of the world.

All this is painful. First 
of all, most of the audience 
knows, only too well, how 
everything will turn out. We 
know that Iraq, when con-
quered, will not transform 
itself into the democracy the 
Americans hoped to create; 
it will become an arena of 
angry, chaotic violence. The 
Iraqis will curse their Amer-
ican saviours as imperialists. 
And we know that the fight-
ing in Afghanistan is equally 
hopeless. In January 2019, 
after two decades, the West 
will still be losing soldiers to 
the apparently unbeatable 
Taliban and will contemplate 
withdrawing completely.

It’s painful for me in a per-
sonal way. Like many, I saw 
virtue in the position taken 
by the Americans, and said 
so in public. I was wrong. 
The Iraq war was misman-
aged. The U.S. had no idea 
why it was being fought, and 
kept pouring soldiers and 
machinery into it, with dubi-

ous results. Like many others, 
I soon found my enthusiasm 
waning.

Vice, while sometimes 
amusing, proves equally dis-
appointing. Adam McKay, 
who wrote and directed it, 
takes many liberties with the 
subject of Cheney — takes so 
many, in fact, that it would be 
reasonable to label his film a 
work of fiction.

A large file of research has 
gone into his script, but there’s 
apparently just as much 
speculation and imagina-
tion. McKay puts hundreds 
of words in the mouths of his 
characters, Cheney above all. 
When Cheney fights with his 
wife, McKay puts the audience 
in the room. When Cheney 
outlines to George W. Bush 
the terms he will accept if he 
runs for vice-president, we are 
privileged to hear all the de-
tails. In many cases we are in-
cluded when Cheney is think-
ing private thoughts.

Dealing with history, Mc-
Kay is the reverse of an aca-
demic historian. He’s not one 
of those footnote-obsessed 
pedants who refuse to print 
a fact if he’s unsure it’s right. 
He’s a free-and-easy, let-it-
run moviemaker who wants 
above all to keep his narra-
tive moving. And at no point 
does he inform the audience 
that a lot of this stuff is made 
up. Naive ticket buyers will 
have to accept that McKay 
knows the motivations of all 
his characters and shows us 
that they are always person-
ally useful, shortsighted or 
just egocentric. Well, he’s in 
charge of the movie, after all.

McKay honed his tech-
nique during two seasons he 
was head writer on Saturday 
Night Live, where writing 
fictional dialogue for real 
people is standard practice.

Apparently McKay never 
lets the word “impartial” 
crawl across his brain pan. 
That’s another way he de-
parts from a historian. He 
hardly ever allows anyone to 
speak well of Cheney. He de-
picts his main character as a 
desperately ambitious pol-
itician who sees the future 
of America and the West as 
his main chance to acquire 
power and fame. The film 
wallows in that opinion and 
has no time for any other.

National Post
robert.fulford@utoronto.ca

Vice doesn’t 
even try to be 
good history   

R o b e R t  F u l F o R d

Re: Trudeau the Younger, Letter to the editor, Jan. 9
It is no contest as to who is/was the better statesman — Brit-
ain’s William Pitt the Younger or Justin Trudeau the Younger.

Trudeau is unable to get a pipeline built, unable to secure 
our borders and unable to track what happened to most of 
the 25,000 Syrian refugees he welcomed without know-
ing whether they had marketable skills that Canada needs. 
Thanks to the revised NAFTA treaty, GM is now closing its 
Oshawa plant. Plus his finance minister is raising taxes, en-

couraging many Canadian companies to move to the U.S.
Barbara Cantlie, Etobicoke, Ont.

What an insult to William Pitt the Younger to compare him 
to Justin Trudeau. The economic stability of this country has 
much to do with prime minister Stephen Harper, and noth-
ing whatsoever to do with Trudeau, who is busy destroying 
the economy with the pipeline fiasco.
Kristina Tomory, Toronto

Comparing Pitt and Trudeau

The left’s lack 
of loyalty

Re: Lack of loyalty why 
the left keeps losing, John 
Robson, Jan. 9
Mr. Robson need look no 
further than the NDP’s treat-
ment of Thomas Mulcair to 
find a tangible example of 
lack of respect and loyalty 
ruining a party’s prospects 
for electoral success.
Patrick Cowan, North York, 
Ont.

China 
responds

Re: Chinese prison life hell-
ish: Canadian, Jan. 8
The story said the Canadian 
had roused the attention of 
tens of millions of Chinese 
people by making “racially 
charged” comments and a 
“very insensitive” remark 
about the “Nanjing Mas-
sacre” in a WeChat group 
made up of mostly expatri-
ates, and that it made na-
tional news in China. In 
fact, WeChat is neither 
Weibo nor Facebook. His re-
marks in his WeChat group 
could not attract the atten-
tion of so many Chinese 
people. This is simply il-
logical.

The story also alleged 
that the Canadian was de-
tained in China for three 
weeks. But according to 
“Public Security Adminis-
tration Punishment Law 
of the People’s Republic of 
China,” a person who incites 
ethnic hatred or ethnic dis-
crimination, or publishes 
contents about ethnic dis-
crimination or humiliation 
in publications or networks, 
should be detained for over 
10 days but less than 15 
days. Therefore, there is no 
penalty for three weeks of 
detention.

As for the situation the 
Canadian described in Chi-

nese prison, it is more like 
the plots in Victor Hugo’s 
novel Les Misérables. The 
simple facts mentioned 
above show that this was 
most probably a fabricated 
story.
Yang Yundong, spokesperson 
of the Chinese Embassy in 
Canada

Courageous 
decision

Re: Humboldt trucker did 
the right thing, Christie 
Blatchford, Jan. 10
I hope that Mr. Sidhu’s ex-
ample of honour and cour-
age will inspire others not 
only to acknowledge their 
actions but face the conse-
quences, however difficult, 
and bring some pride back to 
this benighted world.
Bridget Lunn, Toronto, Ont.

Canada’s  
Mali mission

Re: Mission in Mali ‘changes 
nothing,’ Jan. 9
The refusal of the Liberals to 
extend the mission in Mali 
as they have been asked, is 
strictly an election decision. 
There was no widespread 
support for any mission, 
and after making a peace-
keeping promise the Liber-
als dragged their heels on it, 
until finally settling on Mali. 
Any peacekeeping mission 
— although to be fair that 
term is really not applicable 
anymore — carries risks that 
some of our soldiers may end 
up as casualties. We have 
been fortunate so far, and 
by stopping flying in July, 
the Liberals are gambling 
that our luck will hold, and 
they can go into the October 
election without having to 
explain deaths in Mali, on a 
mission that achieved noth-
ing.
Jeff Spooner, Kinburn, Ont.

Cleantech  
is growing

Re: The green economy has 
been cancelled, Philip Cross, 
Dec. 19
Philip Cross argues that 
green industries are “worth-
less” to Canada’s economy 
— a prime example of the 
sort of conversations we 
ought not to be having about 
Canadian Cleantech, a bud-
ding industry that is work-
ing against macroeconomic 
forces and centuries of en-
trenched industrial develop-
ment.

His piece, a reaction to 
StatCan’s recent report on 
the state of the Canadian 
Cleantech economy, argues 
that this industry is not yet 
developed, as it represents 
roughly 3.1 per cent of Can-
ada’s GDP, and should there-
fore be abandoned. The no-
tion that something that has 
not yet happened will never 
happen is completely non-
sensical.

Cross posits that govern-
ment subsidies indicate an 
unsustainable market for 
green energy, but, when 
looking at the level of sub-
sidy each energy technology 
received during the first 15 
years of its deployment, O&G 
received roughly five times 
that of renewables, and 
nuclear nearly 10 times this 
amount (as a percentage of 
inflation-adjusted spending).

In an attempt to convince 
readers that green tech is 
expensive, Cross bashes hy-
dro’s extremely expensive 
“mega-projects,” which he 
claims raise retail electricity 
rates for consumers. While 
it is true that hydro projects 
tend to be extremely large 
(hundreds of megawatts 
to gigawatts), and up-front 
capital intensive, these pro-
jects end up generating the 
cheapest electricity per unit 
of energy over their lifetimes 
out of any other technology. 
This is why many Canadians 

experience some of the 
cheapest electricity rates in 
the world.

Although clean-energy 
jobs will never represent a 
significant share of the coun-
tries’ opportunities due to 
the fact that energy jobs are 
more capital than labour 
intensive — a point Cross 
makes but fails to realize ap-
plies to all energy technolo-
gies — they do represent an 
opportunity for Canadians. 
Citizens concerned with job 
creation can rejoice in the 
fact that Cleantech jobs tend 
to be higher paying than the 
national average.

Canada is already working 
towards positioning itself to 
be an important exporter of 
goods, services and energy 
to this emerging industry. 
Export Development Canada 
has committed $450 million 
for Canadian clean-technol-
ogy projects. Domestically, 
Canada’s federal carbon tax 
will also drive some growth. 
However, there is still a 
large gap between goals and 
actionable policy. Cross’s 
article moves the conversa-
tion around Cleantech in the 
wrong direction. We need 
optimism and ingenuity to 
drive clean, profitable solu-
tions to our dirty industries.
Stephan Ouaknine, managing 
partner, Inerjys Ventures

Unions are 
also culpable

Re: GM sticks to plan on plant 
closures, Jan. 9
It may take years, but unions 
like Unifor Canada eventu-
ally price themselves out of 
business. It seems to me that 
there has been a long history 
of the unions threatening to 
shut down one of the auto 
plants at every negotiation. 
I think that GM has finally 
decided to eliminate a time-
consuming part of its oper-
ation.
Ken Page, Scarborough, Ont.

L I M E R I C K I N G

Twitter.com/limericking

Ex-CPC member Maxime
Is free now and living his dream.
“TRUDEAU: HAND IN GLOVE
WITH FUTURE WORLD GOV??!!”,
He logs onto Twitter to scream.
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Christian Bale as Dick Cheney, left, and Sam Rockwell as 
George W. Bush in a scene from Vice.
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 Prime Minister Justin Trudeau speaks at a town hall at the University of Regina on Thursday. 


